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Gender-Based Violence (GBV) including Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) in the school environment
and other youth spaces are often more pronounced than reported and its effects are more profound on
the social and health life of the victims. Young women and girls in these spaces are often asked for sexual
favours, exposed to inappropriate jokes, insinuations and comments, and unwanted physical contact that
can amount to assault. Many young women and girls are constantly being bullied into submission by older
people and young perpetrators alike, particularly in school environments.

These victims are most times coerced into accepting such acts of violence as the norm mainly due to the
unavailability of access to well-coordinated GBV response services. Yet others see it as the norms because
of lack of awareness of what actually constitute Gender Based Violence and its consequences. In addition,
despite its massive scale, GBV including SEA particularly in school environment and other youth spaces
remains under-reported because of fear of disbelief, blame, or social or gang retaliation.

The vulnerability of young women and girls to GBV including SEA especially in the school environment and
other youth spaces is deeply rooted in a culture where their levels of access to redress is very minimal
and, in some cases, non-existent.

In advancing its work to foster the integration of community/school awareness programs to address the
structural/systemic limitations that tend to facilitate the prevalence of gender-based violence among
young people, the Extended Hands Charity Foundation with the support of the Ford Foundation
implemented an intervention to enhance the capacity of young people to call out and lead advocacy to
reduce Gender Based Violence in Youth Spaces in Nigeria. Having successfully implemented the Ford-
supported intervention, we engaged external evaluators to assess the impact of the project against the
set objectives. This report presents the findings of their evaluation demonstrating that the intervention
was largely successful in achieving the expected results as within one year of intervention, students' and
teachers’ awareness and knowledge of sexual and gender-based violence had increased substantially.
We sincerely thank the research team led by Dr. Taofeek Kolawole Aliyu for their immense contributions
to achieving an objective evaluation of the impact of this project.

We are hopeful that this report will serve as a valuable source of information for policymakers, academia,
and other stakeholders and offer significant insights and practical implications that can be effectively
utilized for informed decision-making and meaningful action.

Stephanie Linus
Executive Director, Extended Hands Charity Foundation




Page6

0t°-VNn° 3V * 8u

Overview of the project

Extended Hands Charity Foundation, with support from Ford Foundation initiated a project to

enhance capacity of young people to call out and lead advocacy to reduce Gender Based Violence

in Youth Spaces in Nigeria. The intervention had the following objectives to achieve:

1.

Increased awareness and enhanced systems for the prevention of Gender Based Violence
among young women and girls.

Young women and girls play more active role in the prevention of gender-based violence
including sexual exploitation and abuse Increased.

Building of a team of young advocates on issues of gender-based violence.

Young women and girls have more positive image and self-worth and ready to protect
their rights and speak up against gender-based violence.

Young women and girls in school environment and rural communities are more informed
of Gender Based Violence service providers and ready to report GBV cases and seek other
support services.

Improved knowledge on types and extent of gender-based violence and its consequences
among young people.

Established linkages to existing referral networks to enhance access to well-coordinated

GBV response services.

Assessment Objectives

The purpose of the end-of-project assessment was to evaluate the results and achievements of

the project in relation to the project objectives. Specifically, the purpose was to:

1.

Assess the contribution of the intervention in creating awareness and knowledge of
adolescent girls and boys about sexual and gender-hased violence;

Assess the contribution of the intervention in providing access to services and support for
survivors of sexual and gender-based violence in schools;

Assess the contribution of the intervention in strengthening the capacity of young people

in responding to sexual and gender-based violence;
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